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'For the great pain that Thou suffered, give me not so
much as I am worthy, for I may not bear as much as I am
worthy. And if Thou wilt. Lord, that I bear it, send me
patience, or else I may not suffer it.
cAhl Blissful Lord, I would rather suffer all the cruel
words that men might say of me, and all clerks to preach
against me, for Thy love, so that it were no hindrance to
any man's soul, than this pain that I have. For cruel words
to suffer for Thy love, hurts me right nothing, Lord; and
, the world may take nothing from me but worship and
worldly goods, and by the worship of the world, I set
right nothing.
'All manner of goods and worships, and all manner of
loves on earth, I pray Thee, Lord, forbid me, especially
all those loves and possessions of earthly things which
would decrease my love of Thee, or lessen my merit in
Heaven.
'And all manner of loves and goods which Thouknowest
in Thy Godhead should increase my love of Thee, I pray
Thee grant me for Thy mercy to Thine everlasting
worship/
Sometimes, notwithstanding that the said creature had
great bodily sickness, yet the Passion 'of Our Merciful
Lord Jesus Christ so wrought in her soul, that for the
time she felt not her sickness but wept and sobbed in
memory of Our Lord's Passion, as though she had seen
Him with her bodily eye, suffering pain and passion before
her.
Later, when eight years were passed, her sickness
abated so that it came not week by week. But then in-
creased her cries and her weepings, insomuch that priests
dare not housel her openly in the church, but privily in
207

